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Statutes generally setting forth the offense of malicious mischief apply to the injury to or destruction of a motor vehicle.' One 
may be guilty of malicious or criminal mischief when he or she drives a motor vehicle and is aware of and ignored a substantial 


and unjustifiable risk of damaging the another vehicle.” A defense of delusion from cocaine induced paranoia fails where the 


evidence shows the defendant to be in full control of the vehicle used to ram another.° 


In a prosecution for malicious mischief involving a motor vehicle, it is not essential to show that the defendant knew who 
owned the vehicle, or was motivated by a spirit of personal hostility toward the owner; it is enough to show that the defendant 
intended willfully and maliciously to destroy the motor vehicle of another.* The lack of privilege to tamper with the property 
of another is an essential element of the crime of criminal mischief and must be proven by the prosecution before the defendant 


has a burden of going forward. 
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